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Capitol Hill 6th graders were fortunate to work with 
photographer-in-residence Wing Young Huie this fall. With 
Wing, students explored issues of identity, immigration, 
migration, and narrative. Students documented their findings 
in the form of chalk boards, narratives, and immigration 
interviews. Wing’s work with the 6th graders uncovered first-
hand accounts that had long been hidden. Many students 
heard profound stories about their family’s history, leading 
them to look at their parents and caregivers through a new 
lens. In the end, students created an iMovie that mirrored 
their family’s or a Minnesota immigrant group’s immigration 
history. We look forward to making this an annual 
partnership between Wing and each new class of 6th graders 
at Capitol Hill.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1PJuzdwMkEOiy9ROMwgFSKt0WFrTO8GMrlA-211BExiM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1PJuzdwMkEOiy9ROMwgFSKt0WFrTO8GMrlA-211BExiM/edit?usp=sharing
http://capitolhill.spps.org
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6th graders were asked what they took away from the experience with Wing. Here are some of their responses:

“Don’t judge other people by how they look or act. You 
don’t know them.”

“A picture is worth a thousand words.”

“I was very surprised and inspired by what other students 
had on their chalk boards”

“Learning about the backstory of the pictures that Wing 
shared, made me think differently.”

“Know the person’s background story.”

“Some people don’t get privileges like other people do, 
and if we were in their place we wouldn’t want people 
making fun of us.”

“You never know when you could be in a different 
situation.”

“I thought Wing was very wise, it made me think about 
stuff differently. It is nice what he does.”

“Appreciate what you have.”

“Wing taught a lesson to us from a different perspective.”

“The chalk talk really helped us to communicate. It was 
an inspirational project.”

“It was fun, it was a hands on experience.”

“We learned a lot about our classmates that we didn’t know before 
and wouldn’t have learned.”

“I thought he was really understanding and he let us express our 
feelings and thoughts.”

“He listened to our opinions, it was really fun.”

“#wingfollowersforlife, #chalktalk”

http://capitolhill.spps.org
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Please mark your calendar with these important upcoming PTO-sponsored events
January PTO meeting – Monday, January 22

(Family dinner at 5:30; Meeting at 6pm)

Invited Speaker: Dr. Jessie Rudi, University of Minnesota

Top 10 Things Your Children Don’t Want You to Know about Social Media and Other 
Technologies: What the Research Says About How Kids Are Doing in Today’s Digital Age

Adult-only Silent Auction – Friday, February 2nd

Doing Good Together – February 27th

APEX Fun Run (Elementary and Middle School) – Monday March 5 – Friday March 16

Spring Carnival – Friday, April 20th

Winter Band Concert Information 

Winter break is quickly approaching and so are our first band concerts of the school 
year. Monday, December 11th is our middle school concert featuring music by the 
Concert, Varsity, and Jazz bands (Cougar band will perform in February). Thursday, 
December 14th is the elementary concert featuring the Advanced Elementary band 
and Capitol Strings. Both concerts begin at 6:30 p.m. in the gymnasium. Students 
should arrive at 6:00 p.m. in the band room. Concert dress is required for all evening 
concerts: Black shoes/socks, black dress pants or skirt, white shirt (dress or polo). 
Students may also wear a black dress. Suit coat and tie are optional, but if worn 
should be black. All concerts are free and open to all, see you there!

Thank you parents, students and "Donors Choose" 
for supplying our classroom with food and supplies to 
send to the military abroad. This is the 4th year my 
classroom has participated in "Ship, Shop and Share" 
where we partner with the American Legion and the 
U.S. Postal Service to bring a little bit of home to our 
military personnel abroad. The donations of 
Halloween candy to the military is always my 
favorite! A special treat this year was including 
parents in on the packing. Thank you!

Elizabeth Simmer, 4th Grade

http://capitolhill.spps.org
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Sixth-grade ELA students have been reading Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mickaelsen, a book about a 
young man, who made bad choices and went through a Native method of Circle Justice to escape 
incarceration; he was banished to a remote island in Alaska for a year as his punishment.  In class, we 
have discussed character traits of Cole and rates of recidivism in the American prison system.  To add 
to our rich discussions, we invited Jered Weber-Johnson, a parent of a CH student who has a 
connection to the Pacific Northwest Native Tlingit culture, to enrich students' background knowledge 
of the book.  Jered brought an authentic at.oow, wolf headdress, other Tlingit artifacts, and stories of 
his childhood growing up in Alaska.  Thank you, Jered, for helping us connect literature to real life!

Jered Weber-Johnson holds up the At.oow he inherited from his father 
who was "adopted" into the Tlingit Tribe.

Detailed view of the At.oow using main shapes of the 
Tlingit art form.

Jered Weber-Johnson explains how his father got the 
name, "Wolf Walking on the Beach." This wolf was 
bestowed to Jered's father representing his Tlingit name.

http://capitolhill.spps.org
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